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Executive Summary 
KP Mining Gold Intelligence Bulletin — Italy has one of continental Europe's strongest traditions of recreational alluvial-
gold searching, centred particularly on Piemonte and the western Alpine river systems. This edition looks at the principal 
gold-bearing rivers, regional rules, current exploration activity and prospecting equipment available from Italian suppliers. 

• Piemonte is the standout Italian placer-gold region. Well-known gold-bearing rivers include the Dora Baltea, Orco, 
Chiusella, Elvo, Cervo, Ticino and Orba. 

• ISPRA notes that gold remains present in parts of Canavese, Valle Anzasca and near Alagna Valsesia and describes 
searching for it as a sporting activity. 

• Rules are regional rather than uniform across Italy. Piemonte regulates mineral collecting through Regional Law 51/1995 
and requires registration in the regional register for collectors/researchers working for collection, educational or 
scientific purposes. 

• Piemonte's framework controls daily quantities, techniques and equipment. Traditional hand tools are the core 
approach; prospectors should not assume that American-style powered dredges or highbankers are legal. 

• Lombardy's mineral-collecting law expressly limits collecting tools to manual equipment and prohibits mechanical 
means, while also preserving the need for landowner consent. 

• Valle d'Aosta separately regulates collection of minerals and fossils under Regional Law 10/2008, with 
protected/excluded zones and general prescriptions. 

• Commercial gold exploration is still active: the Taglione gold exploration permit at Antrona Schieranco in Piemonte 
received a positive national environmental decision with conditions on 22 April 2026. 

• Italy has good domestic access to pans, classifiers, sluices and specialist gold-recovery equipment through retailers 
such as Geotek Center and DetectorShop. 

1. Italy's Main Placer-Gold Areas 

Biella — Elvo and Cervo 
The Biellese area has a particularly strong modern gold-panning community. The Elvo and Cervo river systems are well 
known for fine alluvial gold and organised prospecting activity. 

Canavese — Orco and Chiusella 
Canavese is one of Piemonte's classic natural-gold districts. The Orco and Chiusella transport fine native gold derived from 
Alpine mineralisation and glacial/fluvial deposits. 

Dora Baltea 
One of northern Italy's best-known gold-bearing rivers, flowing from Valle d'Aosta through Piemonte. Recreational 
prospectors target suitable gravel bars and heavy-mineral concentrations where lawful access is available. 

Ticino 
The Ticino has a long reputation for alluvial gold and is included by ISPRA among Italian rivers where gold remains present. 

Orba and Piota/Gorzente valleys 
The Ligurian-Piedmont area combines placer-gold history with historic hard-rock mining. ISPRA notes that around fifteen 
mines, mainly gold mines, operated in the Gorzente and Piota valleys until the early twentieth century. 

Valle Anzasca / Alagna Valsesia 
These Alpine districts are historically associated with gold-bearing mineralisation and former mines, as well as downstream 
placer occurrences. 
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Lombardy and Alpine rivers 
Gold occurs in additional northern Italian waterways, but collection rules differ from Piemonte and can be restrictive; site-
specific checks remain essential. 

2. Piemonte — The Key Recreational Gold Region 
Piemonte's official regional guidance states that mineral collection for collection, educational or scientific purposes is 
governed by Regional Law 51/1995. Researchers must register in the regional register and carry the issued identification 
card. 

• The law establishes obligations, daily collection quantities, techniques and permitted means. 
• Enforcement can involve Carabinieri Forestali, municipalities, protected-area staff and ecological guards. 
• Prospectors should carry the regional identification card and comply with the detailed regional rules. 
• Local protected areas, land ownership, river-management and environmental rules can impose additional restrictions. 
• Traditional pans, classifiers, hand shovels and sluice-style equipment are associated with Italian recreational gold 

searching, but the legality of the exact setup should be checked before use. 

Open Regione Piemonte's official collector/researcher guidance 

3. Lombardy and Valle d'Aosta 

Lombardy 
Lombardy's regional mineral-collection law allows only specified manual tools for mineral samples and prohibits 
mechanical equipment except for defined exceptions. It also explicitly preserves the need for consent from the landowner or 
other rights holder before searching for and removing minerals. 

Open Lombardy's regional law database 

Valle d'Aosta 
Valle d'Aosta regulates collection of minerals and fossils under Regional Law 10/2008. The autonomous region publishes 
general prescriptions, maps and excluded/protected areas. Anyone planning to collect or pan there should check the current 
regional material before entering a site. 

Open Valle d'Aosta mineral and fossil guidance 

4. Important 2026 Gold Exploration Development 

Taglione gold exploration permit — Antrona Schieranco, Piemonte 
A significant current hard-rock development is the Taglione gold exploration project proposed by Raw Materials Italia S.r.l. in 
Antrona Schieranco, Verbano-Cusio-Ossola. The national environmental-assessment record shows that the project received 
a positive Environmental Impact Assessment decree, subject to conditions/recommendations, on 22 April 2026. 

This is exploration rather than a producing mine, but it demonstrates that modern gold exploration remains active in northern 
Italy alongside the country's recreational placer-gold tradition. 

Open the official Taglione project record 

https://www.regione.piemonte.it/web/temi/sviluppo/attivita-estrattive/raccoglitori-ricercatori-minerali-scopo-collezionistico
https://normelombardia.consiglio.regione.lombardia.it/normelombardia/Accessibile/main.aspx?iddoc=lr001989011000002&view=showdoc
https://www.regione.vda.it/territorio/territorio/attivita_estrattive/minerali_fossili/default_i.aspx
https://va.mite.gov.it/it-IT/Oggetti/Info/11792
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5. Gold-Panning Community and Experiences 
Experience / organisation What readers will find Link 
Associazione Biellese Cercatori 
d'Oro 

The Biella Gold Prospectors 
Association organises practical gold-
searching activities. A 2026 event 
supplied boots, pans, hand tools, 
buckets/classifiers and traditional 
sluice equipment; the listed 
participation fee was €50 and included 
a pan, scoop and book. 

Open 

OroLibero — Piemonte Long-running Italian information 
resource dedicated to gold searching 
in Piemonte, with practical equipment 
and river-prospecting information. 

Open 

Victimula / Biella gold culture The Biellese region has a strong 
historical association with alluvial gold 
and gold-panning events, making it 
one of the best areas for visitors to 
connect with the Italian prospecting 
community. 

Open 

6. Prospecting Equipment Currently for Sale in Italy 
Blue equipment names open the individual product page where a direct product URL was verified. Prices shown were current 
in the listings checked for this bulletin. 

Equipment — click for 
advert 

Seller Price Details 

Gold Sluice Mod.3S Geotek Center, Terni €135 60 × 25 × 5 cm aluminium 
sluice, 1.3 kg, with 45 × 25 
cm recovery surface. 

Gold Sluice Mod.2 Geotek Center, Terni €129 60 × 20 × 5 cm aluminium 
sluice, 1.3 kg; compact 
backpack-friendly design. 

Garrett Gold Pan Kit DetectorShop, Italy €42 Two pans, 14-inch 
classifier, gold vial, storage 
bottles, magnifier and 
guides; listed as available. 

Minelab Pro-Gold pan kit Geotek Center, Terni €53 Complete recreational 
panning/classification kit 
listed in stock at the time 
checked. 

Gold Sluice Mod.1 Geotek Center, Terni €86 Smaller entry-level sluice 
listed in Geotek's gold-
recovery range. 

7. Equipment: What Makes Sense in Italy? 
• A pan/batea, classifier, bucket and hand shovel form the basic legal and practical prospecting kit. 
• Fine-gold recovery is important because much Italian river gold occurs as small flakes rather than large nuggets. 
• A traditional sluice can process much more material than a pan, but prospectors should check the applicable regional 

and local rules before installing one in a watercourse. 
• Piemonte prospecting resources specifically warn readers to check the law before investing in dredges or 

highbanker/dredge combinations. 

https://www.cercatoridoro.it/alla-ricerca-delloro/
https://www.cercatoridoro.it/alla-ricerca-delloro/
https://www.cercatoridoro.it/alla-ricerca-delloro/
https://www.orolibero.it/
https://www.orolibero.it/
https://www.cercatoridoro.it/
https://www.cercatoridoro.it/
https://www.geotekcenter.it/prodotto/accessori/accessori-recupero-oro/gold-sluice-mod-3s/
https://www.geotekcenter.it/prodotto/accessori/accessori-recupero-oro/gold-sluice-mod-2/
https://www.detectorshop.it/setaccio-per-oro/84-gold-pan-kit-garrett.html
https://www.geotekcenter.it/categoria-prodotto/accessori/ricerca-oro/accessori-recupero-oro/
https://www.geotekcenter.it/categoria-prodotto/accessori/ricerca-oro/accessori-recupero-oro/


KP MINING | ITALY GOLD INTELLIGENCE BULLETIN 

KP Mining Gold Intelligence Bulletin | Italy | 29 August 2026 | Regional rules, access, prices and availability can change. 

• Mechanical excavation, powered dredging and pumps should never be assumed lawful for recreational gold searching. 
Regional mining, environmental, watercourse and landowner rules may apply. 

8. Italian Natural Gold and Provenance 
Italian placer gold has strong collector appeal because river and district provenance can be documented. Natural flakes 
from the Elvo, Orco, Dora Baltea or other named Alpine rivers tell a very different story from refined bullion. 

For natural-gold collectors, useful documentation includes the river, municipality/region, date recovered, weight, recovery 
method and confirmation that collection complied with the applicable rules. Attractive natural pieces and well-documented 
fine gold can command collector interest beyond simple melt value. 

9. Second-Hand Equipment and Marketplace 
Italian second-hand prospecting equipment is scattered across general classified sites, social-media groups and local 
associations. Public indexing did not provide a sufficiently dependable group of current individual used-gold-equipment 
adverts to publish in this edition. Generic search pages are therefore not presented as direct advertisements. 

Future bulletins can add used sluices, detectors, pumps and prospecting equipment when the exact live advert, location, 
price and seller details are verifiable. 

10. Useful Contacts and Resources 
Organisation Role / contact Website 
Regione Piemonte — Settore Polizia 
Mineraria, Cave e Miniere 

Collector/researcher registration | 
011/432.14.95 | 
raccoglitoriminerari@regione.piemonte.it 

Open website 

Associazione Biellese Cercatori d'Oro Biella gold-prospecting community and 
activities 

Open website 

Geotek Center S.r.l. Prospecting equipment | 05100 Terni | 
0744 283782 | info@geotekcenter.it 

Open website 

DetectorShop Italian metal-detecting and gold-panning 
retailer 

Open website 

ISPRA Official environmental/geological 
information including historic Italian 
gold-mining localities 

Open website 

11. Bulletin Assessment 
Italy—particularly Piemonte—is one of Europe's most appealing destinations for recreational alluvial-gold prospecting. The 
combination of genuine Alpine placer gold, historic gold districts and an active prospecting community gives the region 
considerable interest for both beginners and experienced panners. 

The Biella/Elvo area and the Canavese rivers provide the strongest starting points for readers researching Italian placer gold. 
The Dora Baltea, Ticino and other Alpine systems add further geographic variety. 

The main caution is that Italy's rules are regional. Prospectors should not transfer assumptions from one region to another, 
and powered American-style dredging equipment is particularly unsuitable to assume legal without specific authorisation. 

https://www.regione.piemonte.it/web/temi/sviluppo/attivita-estrattive/raccoglitori-ricercatori-minerali-scopo-collezionistico
https://www.cercatoridoro.it/
https://www.geotekcenter.it/categoria-prodotto/accessori/ricerca-oro/accessori-recupero-oro/
https://www.detectorshop.it/
https://www.isprambiente.gov.it/
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12. Sources & Verification 
• Regione Piemonte — mineral collectors/researchers: https://www.regione.piemonte.it/web/temi/sviluppo/attivita-

estrattive/raccoglitori-ricercatori-minerali-scopo-collezionistico 
• Lombardy regional law database: 

https://normelombardia.consiglio.regione.lombardia.it/normelombardia/Accessibile/main.aspx?iddoc=lr00198901100
0002&view=showdoc 

• Valle d'Aosta — minerals and fossils: 
https://www.regione.vda.it/territorio/territorio/attivita_estrattive/minerali_fossili/default_i.aspx 

• MASE — Taglione gold exploration permit: https://va.mite.gov.it/it-IT/Oggetti/Info/11792 
• ISPRA — historic gold-mining localities and Italian gold rivers: 

https://www.isprambiente.gov.it/it/attivita/museo/regioni/musei/ferriere 
• Associazione Biellese Cercatori d'Oro — 2026 activity: https://www.cercatoridoro.it/alla-ricerca-delloro/ 
• OroLibero — Piemonte equipment/legal notes: https://www.orolibero.it/attrezzatura_5.html 
• Geotek Center — gold recovery equipment: https://www.geotekcenter.it/categoria-prodotto/accessori/ricerca-

oro/accessori-recupero-oro/ 
• DetectorShop — Garrett Gold Pan Kit: https://www.detectorshop.it/setaccio-per-oro/84-gold-pan-kit-garrett.html 

Important: This bulletin is an information resource, not a site-specific permit. Italian mineral-collection, land-access, 
protected-area and watercourse rules vary by region and location. Verify the current requirements before removing material 
or installing equipment. Product prices and availability can change. 

KP Mining Gold Intelligence Bulletin — Disclaimer 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION & DISCLAIMER 

This Gold Intelligence Bulletin has been prepared and published by KP Mining for general information, education and 
research purposes only. It is intended to provide readers with an overview of gold prospecting, recreational gold panning, 
mining activity, regulations, equipment, locations, organisations and other gold-related information within the country or 
region covered by the bulletin. 

KP Mining makes reasonable efforts to obtain information from reliable sources, including government authorities, 
regulatory bodies, geological organisations, land-management agencies, businesses and publicly available information. 
However, laws, regulations, permit requirements, land ownership, mineral rights, access restrictions, environmental 
rules and local conditions can change without notice. Information contained within a bulletin should therefore not be 
regarded as legal, regulatory, financial, investment or professional advice. 

Permission to prospect or pan for gold must never be assumed. Before entering land, disturbing a riverbed, removing 
minerals or gold, operating prospecting equipment, or undertaking any exploration or mining activity, readers are responsible 
for establishing the current legal position and obtaining all necessary permissions, licences, permits and landowner 
approvals applicable to the exact location and activity concerned. 

The inclusion of a river, mining district, prospecting area or historical gold location does not mean that public access or gold 
prospecting is permitted there. 

Information concerning gold occurrences, historic production, potential yields or prospecting locations does not constitute 
a guarantee that gold will be found. Gold distribution is naturally variable, and prospecting results can differ considerably 
even within recognised gold-bearing areas. 

Equipment, products, businesses, courses, experiences and classified advertisements mentioned within KP Mining bulletins 
are provided for informational purposes. Unless specifically stated otherwise, their inclusion does not constitute an 
endorsement, partnership or commercial recommendation by KP Mining. Prices, availability, specifications, 
advertisements and contact information may change or be withdrawn after publication. 

https://www.regione.piemonte.it/web/temi/sviluppo/attivita-estrattive/raccoglitori-ricercatori-minerali-scopo-collezionistico
https://www.regione.piemonte.it/web/temi/sviluppo/attivita-estrattive/raccoglitori-ricercatori-minerali-scopo-collezionistico
https://normelombardia.consiglio.regione.lombardia.it/normelombardia/Accessibile/main.aspx?iddoc=lr001989011000002&view=showdoc
https://normelombardia.consiglio.regione.lombardia.it/normelombardia/Accessibile/main.aspx?iddoc=lr001989011000002&view=showdoc
https://www.regione.vda.it/territorio/territorio/attivita_estrattive/minerali_fossili/default_i.aspx
https://va.mite.gov.it/it-IT/Oggetti/Info/11792
https://www.isprambiente.gov.it/it/attivita/museo/regioni/musei/ferriere
https://www.cercatoridoro.it/alla-ricerca-delloro/
https://www.orolibero.it/attrezzatura_5.html
https://www.geotekcenter.it/categoria-prodotto/accessori/ricerca-oro/accessori-recupero-oro/
https://www.geotekcenter.it/categoria-prodotto/accessori/ricerca-oro/accessori-recupero-oro/
https://www.detectorshop.it/setaccio-per-oro/84-gold-pan-kit-garrett.html
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Links to third-party websites are supplied for the convenience of readers. KP Mining does not control those websites and 
cannot accept responsibility for their content, availability, security, transactions or subsequent changes. 

Readers undertaking prospecting or mining-related activities do so at their own risk and responsibility. Rivers, mines, 
excavations, remote areas and abandoned workings can present serious hazards. Appropriate safety precautions, 
equipment, local knowledge and professional guidance should be used where necessary. 

While every reasonable effort is made to maintain accurate and useful information, KP Mining accepts no liability for loss, 
damage, injury, expense or other consequences arising from reliance upon information contained within a Gold 
Intelligence Bulletin or from activities undertaken as a result of that information, to the fullest extent permitted by 
applicable law. 

Readers should always verify important information with the appropriate government authority, landowner, mineral-rights 
holder or other competent organisation before taking action. 

© KP Mining — Gold Intelligence Bulletin 
Gold. Knowledge. Opportunity. 

 


