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Executive Summary

KP Mining Gold Intelligence Bulletin — The United Kingdom has a long and fascinating gold history, from Roman miningin
Wales to placer gold in Scotland. For today's recreational prospector, however, ownership and permission are unusually
important because naturally occurring gold and silver are generally treated as 'Mines Royal'.

e Scotland is Britain's best-known recreational placer-gold region, especially the Lowther Hills around Wanlockhead and
Leadhills and selected Highland river systems.

e Wales has some of Britain's most famous hard-rock gold districts, including Dolgellau and Dolaucothi. Dolaucothi is the
UK's only known Roman gold mine.

e InEngland, Wales and Northern Ireland, naturally occurring gold and silver are virtually all owned by The Crown Estate
as Mines Royal. Permission is required to take away naturally occurring gold.

e  Crown Estate Scotland manages gold and silver rights across most of Scotland and does not grant permission to remove
gold found by recreational panning.

e Landowner access is a separate issue: even where Crown mineral rights are involved, the prospector still needs the
necessary right to enter and work the land or watercourse.

e Organised visitor panning remains possible. Wanlockhead's Museum of Lead Mining is running gold-panning taster
sessions in 2026, while Dolaucothi provides a controlled mine-yard panning experience.

e Commercial gold exploration is possible in principle but requires the relevant Crown mineral rights arrangements, land
access and all planning/environmental permissions.

e For mostreaders, the safest UK gold experience is therefore an organised panning session or course rather than
independent removal of natural gold from a river.

1. Britain's Main Gold Areas

Wanlockhead and Leadhills, Scotland

The Lowther Hills are among Britain's best-known placer-gold areas. Gold panning has been associated with Wanlockhead
and Leadhills for centuries, and the Museum of Lead Mining continues to offer supervised panning experiences.

Scottish Highlands

Gold occurs in a number of Highland river systems and mineralised belts. Scotland has produced notable natural nuggets,
but access, mineral ownership and environmental rules make independent collecting legally sensitive.

Dolgellau Gold Belt, Wales

North Wales contains Britain's most famous historic hard-rock gold district. Clogau and other mines produced Welsh gold
that became especially prized for jewellery and royal associations.

Dolaucothi, Carmarthenshire

The UK's only known Roman gold mine. Gold mining began at least 2,000 years ago and continued in later periods until the
mine finally closed in 1938.

Other Welsh occurrences

Gold mineralisation also occurs elsewhere in Wales, but modern exploration/removal remains subject to Crown mineral
rights, landowner access and planning/environmental controls.

Northern England

Small occurrences of alluvial and bedrock gold are known in parts of northern England, including areas associated with
historic mineral fields. Recreational removal still engages Mines Royal and land-access rules.
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2. Mines Royal — The Key UK Rule

The central legal point for UK gold prospectors is that naturally occurring gold and silver are classed as 'Mines Royal'. The
Crown's mineral rights are administered differently in Scotland and in the rest of the UK, but the practical result is that
finding gold does not automatically mean the finder owns it.

Issue Current position

England and Wales GOV.UK states that permission from The Crown Estate is
required for commercial gold/silver exploration and also to
take away gold that has been found or discovered,
whatever method was used.

Recreational panning — England/Wales The Crown Estate states that it is unlikely to grant
permission to take away gold found through panning.
Scotland Crown Estate Scotland manages gold and silver rights

across most of Scotland and states that it does not grant
permission for people to remove gold by recreational

panning.

Landowner access Crown mineral rights do not give access to privately owned
land. Separate landowner permission/access rights are
required.

Commercial exploration Commercial exploration and development can be

considered through Crown mineral-rights arrangements,
subject to technical/financial standing and all other
statutory approvals.

Environmental law Riverbed disturbance, protected habitats, fisheries,
SSSI/SSSI-equivalent protections and other environmental
controls can impose further restrictions.

3. Scotland — Recreational Panning and 2026 Experiences

Wanlockhead

The Museum of Lead Mining at Wanlockhead is open for the 2026 season and offers gold-panning taster sessions. The
museum describes the Lowther Hills around Wanlockhead and Leadhills as an area where gold has been panned for
centuries.

For 2026 the museum lists gold panning as an optional extra at £15 per person. Taster sessions can be booked at reception.

Open the Museum of Lead Mining 2026 visitor information

Gold-panning courses
Gold Panning Supplies UK advertises four-hour Scottish gold-panning tuition and supplies the required equipment. Its 2026
course programme includes sessions connected with the Museum of Lead Mining at Wanlockhead.

Open the Scottish gold-panning course page

4. Wales — Dolaucothi and Welsh Gold

Dolaucothi in Carmarthenshire is one of Britain's most important gold heritage sites. The National Trust describes it as the
UK's only known Roman gold mine. Visitors can explore Roman and Victorian workings and see twentieth-century mining
equipment.

The estate specifically states that gold panning is not permitted in its natural rivers or streams. However, visitors can use the
controlled Gold Panning Area in the mine yard, where pans and instructions are provided.
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The 2026 programme includes mine tours and an Open Doors weekend on 19-20 September 2026, when visitors can explore
the mine yard and try gold panning.

Open the National Trust Dolaucothi page

5. Commercial Gold Exploration in the UK

The Crown Estate states that it encourages responsible proposals for commercial exploration and development of gold and
silver deposits in England, Wales and Northern Ireland where statutory requirements and environmental standards can be
met.

e Commercial exploration requires appropriate Crown mineral-rights arrangements.

e Accessto the land must be obtained separately from the landowner.

e Aviable development would also require planning permission and other environmental/statutory approvals.

e InScotland, commercial gold/silver exploration or mining requires an Option for Lease through Crown Estate Scotland,
alongside all other necessary permissions.

e Applicants are expected to demonstrate suitable technical and financial standing.

Open The Crown Estate commercial Mines Royal guidance

6. Gold-Panning Experiences for Readers

Experience — click for details What readers will find Link
Museum of Lead Mining — Gold-panning taster sessions Open
Wanlockhead, Scotland available during the 2026 season.

Listed optional-extra price: £15 per

person.

Scottish Gold Panning Course Approximately four hours of tuition; Open
equipment supplied. Listed 2026
price: £105.

Dolaucothi Gold Mine — Wales Controlled mine-yard gold-panning Open
area plus Roman and Victorian mine
experiences. Natural river/stream
panning on the estate is prohibited.

7. Prospecting Equipment Currently for Sale in the UK

Blue equipment names open the individual product/advert page where a direct page was verified. EQuipment ownership is
not the same as permission to use itin a UKriver.

Equipment / service — Seller Price Details

click for advert

VEVOR 16-piece Gold VEVOR UK £35.90 when checked Includes pan, classifier,
Panning Kit with 12-inch mini aluminium sluice,
Mini Sluice magnet, snuffer bottles,

pipettes, vials, scoop and
accessories.

Gold Panning Course Gold Panning Supplies UK £105 Approximately four-hour
course with required field
equipment supplied.
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8. What Equipment Makes Sense in Britain?

e Foran organised panning session, a conventional pan, classifier, small shovel and snuffer bottle are normally sufficient.

e Aportable sluice can be useful technically, but owning one does not establish permission to install it in a UK
watercourse.

e Powered pumps, suction dredges and highbankers create much greater environmental and permission issues and
should never be assumed lawful for recreational use.

e Because much British placer gold is fine, classification, careful panning technique and fine-gold recovery are more
important than very large processing equipment.

e Where an organised course supplies equipment, using the organiser's approved setup is usually the simplest approach.

9. British Natural Gold and Provenance

British natural gold has exceptional provenance value. Scottish placer gold and Welsh gold can attract interest far beyond
raw metal value because the location and history are part of the appeal.

That provenance does not override ownership law. Anyone buying natural British gold should seek clear documentation
showing lawful title, source and chain of ownership. A compelling story is valuable only when the material was legally
recovered and transferred.

10. Second-Hand Equipment and Marketplace

Publicly indexed UK second-hand and Facebook Marketplace results were too inconsistent to publish as a dependable list of
current individual gold-prospecting adverts in this edition. Generic classified/search pages are not presented as if they were
direct advertisements.

Future editions can add used pans, sluices, pumps, detectors and other equipment where the exact live advert, price,
location and public seller information can be verified.

11. Useful UK Gold Contacts

Organisation Role / contact Website

The Crown Estate Mines Royal — England, Wales and Open website
Northern Ireland

Crown Estate Scotland Gold/silver rights and Scottish panning | Open website
policy

Museum of Lead Mining, Wanlockhead | +44 (0)1659 74387 | Open website
info@leadminingmuseum.co.uk

Dolaucothi, National Trust Carmarthenshire gold-mine visitor site | Open website
| 01558 650177

Gold Panning Supplies UK Scottish gold-panning tuition and Open website
equipment

12. Bulletin Assessment

The UK has genuine and historically important gold, but it is not an open-access recreational mining jurisdiction. Mines Royal
ownership makes lawful removal of natural gold fundamentally different from simply obtaining permission to stand in a river.

For website readers, Scotland provides the strongest placer-gold story and Wales the strongest historic gold-mining story.
Wanlockhead offers an accessible 2026 panning experience, while Dolaucothi provides an exceptional introduction to two
thousand years of British gold mining.
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Anyone considering commercial exploration should treat it as a formal mineral-development project involving Crown mineral
rights, landowner access, planning and environmental permissions—not as an extension of recreational panning.

13. Sources & Verification

e GOV.UK— Gold and silver agreement for lease, England and Wales: https://www.gov.uk/find-licences/gold-and-
silver-agreement-for-lease

e The Crown Estate — Commercial exploration of Mines Royal: https://www.thecrownestate.co.uk/our-
business/land/commercial-exploration-of-mines-royal

e Crown Estate Scotland — gold-panning policy: https://www.crownestatescotland.com/media/key-information

e GOV.UK— Gold and Silver Mining Option for Lease, Scotland: https://www.gov.uk/find-licences/gold-silver-mining-
option-for-lease-scotland

e Museum of Lead Mining — 2026 information: https://www.leadminingmuseum.co.uk/

e Museum of Lead Mining — 2026 tickets and panning: https://www.leadminingmuseum.co.uk/tickets/

e National Trust — Dolaucothi: https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/wales/dolaucothi

e National Trust — Dolaucothi estate panning restrictions:
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/wales/dolaucothi/visiting-the-estate-at-dolaucothi

e Gold Panning Supplies UK — course: https://www.goldpanningsupplies.co.uk/product-page/gold-panning-course

e VEVOR UK — gold-panning kit: https://www.vevor.co.uk/sluice-box-c_10223/vevor-gold-panning-kit-with-mini-sluice-

box-12-aluminum-gold-mining-equipment-16-pcs-gold-prospecting-kit-with-gold-pan-classifier-screen-separating-

magnet-drawstring-backpack-and-accessories-p_010534606172

Important: This bulletin is an information resource, not legal permission to prospect or remove gold. Crown mineral rights,
land access, environmental controls and local restrictions must all be checked for the exact location. Product prices and
availability can change.

KP Mining Gold Intelligence Bulletin — Disclaimer

IMPORTANT INFORMATION & DISCLAIMER

This Gold Intelligence Bulletin has been prepared and published by KP Mining for general information, education and
research purposes only. It is intended to provide readers with an overview of gold prospecting, recreational gold panning,
mining activity, regulations, equipment, locations, organisations and other gold-related information within the country or
region covered by the bulletin.

KP Mining makes reasonable efforts to obtain information from reliable sources, including government authorities,
regulatory bodies, geological organisations, land-management agencies, businesses and publicly available information.
However, laws, regulations, permit requirements, land ownership, mineral rights, access restrictions, environmental
rules and local conditions can change without notice. Information contained within a bulletin should therefore not be
regarded as legal, regulatory, financial, investment or professional advice.

Permission to prospect or pan for gold must never be assumed. Before entering land, disturbing a riverbed, removing
minerals or gold, operating prospecting equipment, or undertaking any exploration or mining activity, readers are responsible
for establishing the current legal position and obtaining all necessary permissions, licences, permits and landowner
approvals applicable to the exact location and activity concerned.

The inclusion of a river, mining district, prospecting area or historical gold location does not mean that public access or gold
prospecting is permitted there.

Information concerning gold occurrences, historic production, potential yields or prospecting locations does not constitute
a guarantee that gold will be found. Gold distribution is naturally variable, and prospecting results can differ considerably
even within recognised gold-bearing areas.
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Equipment, products, businesses, courses, experiences and classified advertisements mentioned within KP Mining bulletins
are provided for informational purposes. Unless specifically stated otherwise, their inclusion does not constitute an
endorsement, partnership or commercial recommendation by KP Mining. Prices, availability, specifications,
advertisements and contact information may change or be withdrawn after publication.

Links to third-party websites are supplied for the convenience of readers. KP Mining does not control those websites and
cannot accept responsibility for their content, availability, security, transactions or subsequent changes.

Readers undertaking prospecting or mining-related activities do so at their own risk and responsibility. Rivers, mines,
excavations, remote areas and abandoned workings can present serious hazards. Appropriate safety precautions,
equipment, local knowledge and professional guidance should be used where necessary.

While every reasonable effort is made to maintain accurate and useful information, KP Mining accepts no liability for loss,
damage, injury, expense or other consequences arising from reliance upon information contained within a Gold
Intelligence Bulletin or from activities undertaken as a result of that information, to the fullest extent permitted by
applicable law.

Readers should always verify important information with the appropriate government authority, landowner, mineral-rights
holder or other competent organisation before taking action.

© KP Mining — Gold Intelligence Bulletin
Gold. Knowledge. Opportunity.
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