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Executive Summary

KP Mining Gold Intelligence Bulletin — This edition looks at Germany's best-known placer-gold regions, the practical legal
position for recreational panning, organised gold-washing opportunities, current German-made prospecting equipment and
the country's long history of recovering fine alluvial gold.

e Germany has genuine alluvial gold in a number of river systems. The Rhine and the Schwarza in Thuringia are among the
best-known recreational and historic gold-washing areas.

e German placer gold is generally very fine. Large nuggets are exceptional; the normal finds are flakes, specks and fine
'flitter' gold concentrated in suitable gravels and heavy-mineral layers.

e The Rhine has a particularly strong gold-washing history. Gold was commercially recovered there for centuries, with the
nineteenth century representing an important period of production.

e Thuringia remains one of Germany's most active organised gold-panning regions. The Schwarza, Grimpen and
surrounding Thuringian Slate Mountains have a long gold tradition and continue to host guided panning activities.

e Germany does not have one simple nationwide recreational gold-panning permit comparable with Finland's Tukes
system or Finnmark's FeFo gold card. Land ownership, state water law, nature protection, fisheries rules and local
restrictions all matter.

e Permission should never be assumed simply because a stream is publicly accessible. Motor-driven pumps, dredges,
highbankers or major disturbance create much greater legal and environmental issues than hand panning.

e  Germany has an unusually strong domestic equipment market. GoldSax in Leipzig manufactures sluices and recovery
equipment in Germany, while other specialist dealers offer pans, highbankers, detectors and clean-up systems.

e Forwebsite readers wanting a first German gold experience, an organised course on the Rhine or in Thuringia is the
simplest route because the organiser handles the approved location and provides equipment.

1. Germany's Main Placer-Gold Areas

The Rhine / Rheingold

The Rhine is Germany's most famous source of alluvial gold. Historic gold washing was particularly associated with the
Upper Rhine. Modern recreational courses still recover genuine fine Rheingold between the Basel/Weil am Rhein area and
Freiburg.

Schwarza, Thuringia
The Schwarza in the Thuringian Slate Mountains has a centuries-old reputation for placer gold. Organised panning continues
around Bad Blankenburg and other approved locations. Fine flakes are normal; nuggets are rare.

Griimpen and Thuringian Slate Mountains
The wider Thuringian region contains a network of historically gold-bearing streams and old workings. The Deutsche
Goldsuchervereinigung and local operators continue to promote approved panning opportunities in the region.

Saale / Rudolstadt region
Natural wash gold is documented in the Saale system. Published analytical work cited by the Thuringian Goldwascherei
shows that different waterways can have distinctive natural-gold compositions.

Eder, Hesse
The Eder is widely known among German recreational prospectors as a gold-bearing river. As elsewhere, access and
environmental rules need to be checked for the exact site.

Bavaria
Gold occurs in several Bavarian river systems and Alpine-derived gravels. Recreational interest includes fine river gold rather
than large-scale placer production.
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Saxony / Erzgebirge and Vogtland

Saxony is better known for historic hard-rock mining, but gold also occurs in streams draining mineralised terrain. The wider
Vogtland/Erzgebirge area has an active prospecting and mineral-collecting community.

2. The Legal Position for Recreational Gold Panning

Germany's rules are decentralised. A stream that contains gold is not automatically open for unrestricted prospecting. The
exact position can depend on the federal state, landowner, water authority, nature-protection status, fisheries rights and the
equipment being used.

Issue Practical position

Landowner rights Access to a riverbank or stream does not automatically
grant permission to excavate sediment or remove minerals.
Where ownership or usage rights are unclear, obtain
permission.

Water law Disturbing the bed or banks of a watercourse can fall under
state water legislation. Larger excavation, diversion of
water or powered processing can require approval.

Nature protection Nature reserves, protected habitats, Natura 2000 areas and
species-protection rules can prohibit or tightly restrict
panning and sediment disturbance.

Fishery interests Spawning grounds, aquatic habitat and fishery rights can
create additional restrictions.
Hand panning Low-impact hand panning is the least intrusive form, but

readers should still establish that it is permitted at the
exact location.

Sluices A passive sluice processes more material and may affect
the bed or flow. Do not assume a sluice is allowed simply
because a pan is tolerated.

Pumps / highbankers / dredges Powered equipment introduces substantially greater
regulatory risk. The Deutsche Goldsuchervereinigung
explicitly distances itself from illegal motor-driven gold-
recovery equipment that breaches nature, water, mining or
fishery rules.

Organised sites A guided course or officially approved panning location is
the simplest option for visitors because the site-specific
permissions are handled by the organiser.

3. Rhine Gold — Germany's Most Famous Placer Gold

Rheingold has a long cultural and commercial history. The river still carries fine gold, although modern finds are normally
minute flakes rather than economically significant quantities.

e Gold-bearing sand and gravel occur in the Rhine system, with historic recovery particularly associated with the Upper
Rhine.

e Before and during nineteenth-century river engineering, commercial gold washing was an established activity.

e Historic records show hundreds of gold washers working the Baden side of the Rhine in the nineteenth century.

e Today the activity is primarily recreational, educational and collector-oriented rather than commercial mining.

e Natural Rheingold can carry strong provenance value because the origin itself is historically recognisable.

Read the Badisches Landesmuseum overview of Rheingold
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4. Thuringia — Schwarza and the Gold-Washing Tradition

Thuringia is one of Germany's strongest living gold-panning regions. The Schwarza valley combines historic placer workings,

geological interest and organised modern events.

e  Gold washingis offered around Bad Blankenburg and other Thuringian locations under organised conditions.

e The local Goldwascherei states that the Bad Blankenburg site is outside the protected core zone and that organised river

activity is limited to a four-hour period.

e  Water level matters: the organiser states that the Schwarza may not be entered for its activity when discharge falls

below 0.691 m®%/s.

e Published analyses show that natural gold from different Thuringian waterways can have very different compositions,

which is useful when discussing provenance.

e The local tourism authority promotes guided gold washing in the Schwarza from May to September.

Open the Thuringian Goldwéascherei information

5. Gold-Panning Experiences for Website Readers

Experience — click for details

What is offered

Current note

Rheindigger — Upper Rhine

Guided gold washing generally
between Basel/Weil am Rhein and
Freiburg, meeting around Istein.
Equipment is provided and
participants keep the Rheingold they
find.

2026 listed price: EUR 30 adults; EUR
15 ages 6-14. The operator's 2026
dates were shown as sold out when
checked.

Goldwaéscherei Christian Kreibich —
Thuringia

Training excursions and organised
panning in the Schwarza and other
Thuringian locations. The season is
described as running from May, with
river panning from 15 June to 3
October.

Strong option for readers interested in
technique, geology and the historic
Thuringian goldfields.

Bad Blankenburg / Schwarzatal
tourism

Regional tourism information
promotes organised gold washing in

the Schwarza under expert guidance.

Useful public tourism contact for the
Schwarzatal gold tradition.

6. Prospecting Equipment Currently for Sale in Germany

The blue equipment names below open the individual product page wherever a direct product URL was verified. Prices were

current in the web listings checked for this bulletin and can change.

Equipment — click for Seller Price Details
advert/product page
GoldSax Ranger 100 sluice | GoldSax, Leipzig EUR 129.90 Large German-made

—100x25cm

aluminium sluice aimed at
higher material throughput;
listed as in stock when
checked.

GoldSax Hunter 100 sluice

GoldSax, Leipzig

EUR 120.90 on direct

2 kg aluminium sluice with

—100x20cm product page approximately 1,500 cm?®
recovery area.

GoldSax Ranger 100 GoldSax, Leipzig EUR 139.90 Ranger 100 sluice plus pan,

complete set classifier, shovel and gold-
storage equipment.

GoldSax Hunter 100 GoldSax, Leipzig EUR 129.90 Hunter 100 sluice plus pan,

complete set

classifier, sniffer bottle,
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vials, pipettes and shovel.

GoldSax Gold Pan — 35 cm | GoldSax, Germany EUR 14.90 Basic black 35 cm gold pan;
useful low-cost starter
equipment.

GoldSax Highbanker GoldSax, Germany From EUR 29.90 Header-box conversion

Conversion Kit components for 25/20/15

cm systems. Use only
where powered processing
is legally permitted.

Goldblitz Standard 10 cm Goldblitz, Germany EUR 349 sale price when Compact clean-up / wash
clean-up system checked system listed by Goldblitz;

the shop also stocks hopper
boxes, jet-pump
components and feeders.

GoldSax MicroMiner mini GoldSax, Germany EUR 19.90 Very compact sluice for
sluice small samples and fine-gold
work.

7. German Equipment Market

Germany is particularly strong as a European source of compact prospecting equipment. Unlike regions where specialist
sluices must be imported, German buyers have several domestic suppliers.

Supplier What readers will find Website
GoldSax Leipzig-based manufacturer of Open supplier

German-made sluices, recovery mats,
prospecting sets, highbanker
conversion components and clean-up
equipment.

Goldblitz Specialist German prospecting shop Open supplier
associated with the Elvo sluice and a
wide range of fine-gold recovery and
clean-up components.

Goldwaschcamp Wietze German specialist retailer and training | Open supplier
provider offering pans, sluices,
highbankers, paydirt and gold-washing
courses.

Detektormarkt German retailer offering pans, Open supplier
classifiers, sluices, accessories and
specialist gold detectors.

8. German Natural Gold and Provenance

German placer gold is often more interesting as a provenance product than as bullion. Fine natural gold from a named river
can carry historical, geological and collector interest far beyond its raw metal weight.

e Rheingold has a particularly recognisable identity because of the Rhine's centuries-long gold-washing history.

e  Thuringian wash gold can vary significantly in composition from one river system to another.

e The Thuringian Goldwascherei recommends asking for authenticity/provenance confirmation when buying natural wash
gold or nuggets from third parties.

e Because German placer gold is normally fine, presentation in a labelled vial or provenance certificate can be important
to collectors.
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9. Second-Hand Equipment and Facebook Marketplace

Publicly indexed German second-hand listings are fragmented across general classifieds, Facebook groups and local
prospecting communities. During preparation of this bulletin, the search results did not provide a sufficiently reliable set of
current individual used-equipment adverts to publish as verified opportunities.

For that reason, this bulletin does not substitute generic search-result pages for individual adverts. Used equipment should
only be added to future editions when the exact live advert, current price, location and seller details can be verified.

10. German Gold Community and Useful Contacts

Organisation Contact/role Website
Deutsche Goldsuchervereinigung German gold-prospecting association; | Open website
(DGSV) events, panning opportunities and
community information.
Rheindigger / Rainer Stark Upper Rhine gold-washing courses | Open website
+49 177 9251522 | rainer.staerk@t-
online.de
Goldwascherei Christian Kreibich Thuringian guided gold washing | +49 Open website
1796053024 |

goldwaschen@goldsuche-
thueringen.de

GoldSax GbR German sluice manufacturer | Open website
BlochmannstraBe 21B, 04105 Leipzig |
info@goldsax-goldwaschen.de

Goldwaschcamp Wietze Equipment and gold-washing courses | | Open website
05146 /5143 | +49 174 4063342 |
info@goldwaschcamp.de

Detektormarkt Prospecting and detector retailer | Open website
Hartstrasse 32, 47608 Geldern |
02831-3954047

11. Bulletin Assessment

Germany is one of Europe's most accessible countries for learning recreational gold panning. It combines genuine placer
gold, strong historical traditions, organised courses and a well-developed domestic equipment industry.

The Rhine offers the strongest internationally recognisable provenance, while Thuringia offers one of the most active living
gold-washing traditions. In both cases, the normal target is fine gold rather than large nuggets.

The main caution is legal fragmentation. Germany should not be treated as one open prospecting jurisdiction. Readers
should check the exact landowner and local water/nature rules before digging river gravels or installing a sluice, and
powered recovery equipment should only be considered where explicit permission and the necessary approvals exist.

12. Sources & Verification

e Deutsche Goldsuchervereinigung: https://www.goldsuchervereinigung.de/

e Rheindigger — Gold washing on the Rhine: https://www.goldwaschen-deutschland.de/

e German Geological Society / DGGV — Rhine gold-washing information: https://www.dggv.de/geotope/goldwaschen/

e Badisches Landesmuseum — Rheingold: https://www.landesmuseum.de/museum-im-
schloss/sonderausstellungen/rheingold

e Goldwascherei Christian Kreibich — Thuringia: https://www.goldsuche-thueringen.de/

e Thuringian gold composition information: https://goldsuche-thueringen.de/goldwaschen/das-gold-der-schwarza
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e Bad Blankenburg / Schwarzatal tourism — gold washing: https://www.rennsteig-

schwarzatal.de/www/tourismuscenter/deutsch/entdecken/aktiv/aktiv/panzerfahren/
o GoldSax — German prospecting equipment: https://www.goldsax-goldwaschen.de/
o  Goldblitz prospecting shop: https://shop.goldblitz.de/
e Goldwaschcamp Wietze: https://www.goldwaschcamp.de/

o Detektormarkt — gold prospecting equipment: https://www.detektormarkt.de/goldsuche/

Important: This bulletin is an information resource, not a site-specific permit. German access, water, nature-protection,
fisheries and landowner rules vary by location. Always verify the current rules before disturbing sediment, installing a sluice
or using powered equipment. Product prices and stock can change without notice.

KP Mining Gold Intelligence Bulletin — Disclaimer

IMPORTANT INFORMATION & DISCLAIMER

This Gold Intelligence Bulletin has been prepared and published by KP Mining for general information, education and
research purposes only. It is intended to provide readers with an overview of gold prospecting, recreational gold panning,
mining activity, regulations, equipment, locations, organisations and other gold-related information within the country or
region covered by the bulletin.

KP Mining makes reasonable efforts to obtain information from reliable sources, including government authorities,
regulatory bodies, geological organisations, land-management agencies, businesses and publicly available information.
However, laws, regulations, permit requirements, land ownership, mineral rights, access restrictions, environmental
rules and local conditions can change without notice. Information contained within a bulletin should therefore not be
regarded as legal, regulatory, financial, investment or professional advice.

Permission to prospect or pan for gold must never be assumed. Before entering land, disturbing a riverbed, removing
minerals or gold, operating prospecting equipment, or undertaking any exploration or mining activity, readers are responsible
for establishing the current legal position and obtaining all necessary permissions, licences, permits and landowner
approvals applicable to the exact location and activity concerned.

The inclusion of a river, mining district, prospecting area or historical gold location does not mean that public access or gold
prospecting is permitted there.

Information concerning gold occurrences, historic production, potential yields or prospecting locations does not constitute
a guarantee that gold will be found. Gold distribution is naturally variable, and prospecting results can differ considerably
even within recognised gold-bearing areas.

Equipment, products, businesses, courses, experiences and classified advertisements mentioned within KP Mining bulletins
are provided for informational purposes. Unless specifically stated otherwise, their inclusion does not constitute an
endorsement, partnership or commercial recommendation by KP Mining. Prices, availability, specifications,
advertisements and contact information may change or be withdrawn after publication.

Links to third-party websites are supplied for the convenience of readers. KP Mining does not control those websites and
cannot accept responsibility for their content, availability, security, transactions or subsequent changes.

Readers undertaking prospecting or mining-related activities do so at their own risk and responsibility. Rivers, mines,
excavations, remote areas and abandoned workings can present serious hazards. Appropriate safety precautions,
equipment, local knowledge and professional guidance should be used where necessary.

While every reasonable effort is made to maintain accurate and useful information, KP Mining accepts no liability for loss,
damage, injury, expense or other consequences arising from reliance upon information contained within a Gold
Intelligence Bulletin or from activities undertaken as a result of that information, to the fullest extent permitted by
applicable law.
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Readers should always verify important information with the appropriate government authority, landowner, mineral-rights
holder or other competent organisation before taking action.

© KP Mining — Gold Intelligence Bulletin
Gold. Knowledge. Opportunity.
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